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THE GOOD NEWS. 



" How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good» that publisheth salvation; 
that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth."* 
The messengers that came from Babylon to 
Jerusalem to announce the return of the 
Jews from their dreary captivity, were hailed 
as they appeared on the mountain tops, as 
the bearers of good tidings. How beautiful, 
said the watchmen, upon the mountains, are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings ! 
How beautiful said they, as they lifted up 
their voice and sang together, are the feet of 
him that publisheth peace! How beautiful 
are the feet of him that comes, saying, O 
Zion, thy God reigneth! He reignethfor ever, 
O Zion I JBven thy God unto all generations ! 

• Isa. lil. 7. 



Guided by the Epistle to the Romans " in 
applying this to the 'preachers of the Gospel, 
it becomes the remnant of the true Israel to 
hail with delight the messengers of grace, 
who . come charged with the tidings of the 
Gospel of peace. How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the Gospel, that bring 
glad tidings of good things, that come, say- 
ing, O Zion I thy God reigneth. He reigneth 
for ever, O Zion! Even thy God unto all 
generations. 

The message which we come authorized and 
commissioned to proclaim to the world, is 
the most heart-stirring that can fall on the 
ear of man. If the news of the return of 
the captive tribes filled all Jerusalem with 
singing, and put a tongue of thanksgiving into 
the waste places thereof, what effect ought 
the good news of redemption from under the 
law, and adoption into the family of God, 
to have on the world ? Who would marvel, 

* Rom. X. 15. 



if the mountains and the hills broke forth into' 
singing, if all the trees of the field clapped 
their hands ; and the spirit of praise stirred up 
in the human breast, found expression in per- 
petual songs of thanksgiving ? 

The salvation of which the prophets pro- 
phesied, who spake of the sufferings of Christ 
and the glory that should follow, has come to 
you. The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering and slow to wrath, assures you 
that by fleeing to the refuge set before you 
in the Gospel, he will forgive aU your iniqui- 
ties, your transgressions, and sins. Behold I 
he exclaims, behold ! the Lamb of God. In 
Him mercy and truth have met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other. In Him you will find a hiding-place 
from the storm, and rivers of water in dry 
places. In Him you will find a fountain 
opened for sin and undeanness. In Him the 
weary and heavy laden find rest. '* Ho ! every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money, come ye> buy and 



eat; yea comei buy wipe and milk without 
money and without price. Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not bread ? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not ? 
hearken diligently unto me» and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto 
me : hear and your soul shall live ; and I 
wUl make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David." " A$ many 
as flee to the hope set before them in the 
Gospely as many as receive Christ, to them 
will he give power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe in his name.^ 

As the matter in hand is one of vital mo« 
ment — one that essentially concerns your well- 
being here and hereafter-^one that cannot 
leave you as it found yoa— *one that must 
either prove the savpr of life unto life, or of 
death unto death, it is surely not too much 
to request that you will exercise a teachable 
and a prayerful spirit, in atten4^ng to a brief 

• Isa. Iv. 1—3. ^ John). 12. 



statement and developement o£ the good 
news, 

ft 

I. You may escape the wrath of God due 
to you/or sin, and dwelt at God's right hand, 
where there are pleasures for evermore, ' The 
wrath of God — who can tell what is involved 
in these words ? If 'there is a statement more 
alarming than this in the Word of God it is 
the following, " The wrath of the Lamb !" 
The wrath of God is not the passion of anger 
which finds a place in the breast of man ; it 
is the calm and nndeviating purpose of the 
Divine mind to connect sin and misery, as he 
connects holiness and happiness* The wrath 
of the Lamb has in it a more awful element 
than this. * It is the displeasure of Him who 
alone could have appeased the wrath of God, 
which is awakened against us because of un* 
godliness and unrighteousness. It is the loss 
of our only friend. It is the death of 
hope. It is despair. In both cases wrath 
is awakened because of your sins. What says 
the Scriptures, •• The wrath of God is re- 
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vealed from heaven against all imgocUiQesa 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness."* Because of the 
impiety and immorality of men«— hecansQ of 
their rejection of the Gospel — because of 
their determined opposition to it, the dis- 
pleasure of God breaks forth against them. 
The God of Love has no delight in the 
mbery of man ; the misery of man is the 
result of his own ways. 

The way by which you may escape the 
consequences of sin, the servitude of Satan 
and the wrath to come, is so simple, so easily 
understood, that a child may comprehend it. 
It is so sufficient that all who have betaken 
themselves to it have found refuge. It is so 
wonderful that God alone could have devised 
it. It is stated in these well-known and 
beautiful words, " God so loved the world 
that he gave his only^begotteu Son, that who* 
soeva* believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life."*' It is this; God, by 

• Rom. i. 18. ^ John iii. 16. 
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thie sttbuifcutioti of bis oiily-4)6gotteti Soq in 
our stead) and the im|mt&tion of our sin to 
ifim, satiBfied the daimB of law and justioe 
that were against man, and thus put himself 
in a position to offer pardon and eternal life 
to the chief of sidners. Hence, " Whcmoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is bom of 
God.*** '^He that believeth that JFesus rs 
«be Ohrist* the Son of God, overcotneth the 
world/* *» •* This is the record that God gave 
of his Son, that he hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son.'"" If then 
yott believe that Jesus is the Christ, you are 
bom of God ; if you receive and rest in him 
alone for salvation, salvation is yours. It is 
not of works lest any man should boast. It 
is of g^ace. Yes, salvation is of grace. It 
IS a free gilt to him that comes to and rests 
t>n Christ. And thus it is that you became 
one with Christ, and have reckoned to you 
that righteousness that Christ wrought out 
for you. Thus it is that you are treated by 

» 1 John V. 1. ^1 John v. 5. 

« 1 John V. 11. 
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God as if you had no ein — that you are re« 
ceived as righteous in his sight, because of 
the righteousness of Christ recdved by 
faith. 

The results of this are numerous and pre- 
cious. They may all be sumn^d up in this, 
'^ you shall dwell at God's right hand, where 
there are pleasures for evermore," If you 
have ever felt the wrath of God — if you have 
ever experienced a sense of your sin and un- 
deanness — ^if you have the remotest concep- 
tion of the pleasures that are at God's right 
hand, you will henceforth regard the preachers 
of the Qospel with new emotions, and listen 
to the good news with greater joy. 

II. You can only obtain an interest in the 
good news that we bring to you, by appro- 
priating them. When the message cam^ from 
Cyrus to the Jews, sitting by the rivers of 
Babylon, and weeping as they remembered 
Zion, hanging their harps on the willows 
thereof, and refusing to sing the Lord's song 
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in a strange land ; that they might visit and 
dwell in the land of their fathers, what would 
it have availed them if they had refused to 
go ? It would have been good news still ; 
but it would not have been good news to 
them. They would never have seen the city 
of . solemnities, the joy of the whole earth. 
And now. that the g^od news of the Gospel 
of peace have come to you in this dreary 
wilderness, in this distant region of the 
universe, sitting amidst moral desolations and 
ruined hopes, to return to the New Jerusa- 
lem, the city of the living God; what will 
they benefit you, if you refuse to go ? Whether 
you arise ^md g^ to your Father or not, the 
mercy of the Lord will still be seen to be 
above the heavens, in that He sent his own 
Son into the world, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that they might receive the 
adoption of Sons. O that it may be made 
manifest in you, to praise, and honor, and 
glory! 

By your appropriation of the tidings we 

B 
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bring yoa, you win find present |)eace and 
joy, an ever-living and Almighty Friefnd : and in 
dne time an entrance shall be ministered to 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
and glory of our Lord Jesos Christ. It was 
thus, that one^ that it was my privilege to 
visit in dying oircumstancesy exclaimed^ ^<To 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." It was 
thus, that another in similar solemn moments, 
broke forth in my hearing, in this joyous 
strain, *' I shall soon be with the Lord, come 
Lord Jesus, come qnickly." It was l^ua that 
Emma de Liesaa was enabled to reply, in an 
hour of deep affiietion, to the earnest enquiry 
of her father, If in the view of death and 
eternity her trust in Jesus of Nazareth sus- 
tained her, *'My dearest father,*' said she, 
" on the verge of eternity, and in expectation 
of death, I feel that Jesus Christ is an all- 
sufficient Saviour, and I am fully persuaded 
that he will receive me to himscSf, to live with 
him in eternal glory." 

Only make the good news your own, and 



you wiB find that the inheritaDce of glory-— 
the crown of glory th^t fadeth not away — ^the 
abodes of everlasting blessedness are more 
than a name. As many as have received 
Christ, taste already that the Lord is gracious 
•—already look forth upqa the world in a new 
light — already feel tha^ the patting off of this, 
the estrthly house of their tabernacle, is desi- 
rable as well as necessary, prior to their ap- 
pearanoe in the land of pure delights — to their 
introduction to the palace of the great King, — 
Iq l!he patting on of their spiritual body. 

III. Your position is wholly altered^ now that 
you have heard the good news. Your rejection^ 
or Qven neglect of them, precludes the possi- 
bility of escape. They make known the only 
way which infinite wisdom has devised for 
your safety and return to God. Your pre» 
sent position is perilous in the extreme. The 
wrath of God will ere long burst forth^ Your 
only refuge is in Christ. Your amiability — 
your morality— :your rank — ^your usefulness— 
your wealt)i — your learning^ your tears, will 
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not avail you. Your appropriation of the good 
news will alone be of use to you. How sad 
the condition of those who trifle with tbenit 
who neglect them ! 

Your reception of them secures, absolutely 
secures your safety and happiness. You 
thereby honour the Divine method of salvation 
" — you thereby renounce every other hope-* 
you thereby stake your all on the word and 
promise and covenant engagement of God: 
and now all old things pass away, laid, att 
things become new. The man-slayer may 
breathe vengeance at the gate, but you are 
secure in the city of refuge. The waters may 
submerge a godless world, but you are in the 
ark. The winds may blow and the rains 
descend^ but your house shall stand, for it is 
built on a rock. Others may be as vine- 
branches, withered and ready to be burned up, 
but you shall be living branches, bringing forth in 
season the fruits of the Spirit, which are these, 
" Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.'' * Ere 

» Gal. V. 22, 23. 
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long, the withered branches will be con- 
samed. But yon will be transplanted to a 
more genial clime, and flourish in the beanty 
of perpetual youth, amidst the trees of para- 
dise, by the banks of the river that proceedeth 
clear as crystal from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. 

lY. You haw now heard the only news that 
deserve to he called good news. There are 
many heralds abroad in the earth bearing and 
spreading news. Lo ! here, and lo I there, 
sa3r8 the lying spirit that is in the mouth of 
the false prophets. Besides these, there is 
a choice band, moved by the Spirit of the 
living and true God» whose only answer to 
the anxious soul inquiring, *' Wherewithal 
shall I come before God»" is this, ^* Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved," They have no other reply to give. 
They know that no other would avail. These 
only proclaim the good news* 

The lying spirit that is abroad in the earth 
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pute into the lips of the false prophets in 
heathen lands the message, that idolatry will 
open up a way for them to the Father. In 
Mahommedan nations, he asserts that the 
Koran will ^aide them to the feet of the 
Eternal. Among the tribes of Israel he is 
a deceiver, substituting the Talmud for the 
lively oracles of the God of Abraham. He 
comes to the followers of Constantinople and 
Rome in the mystery of iniquity established 
among them. He speaks from Oxford in all 
manner of deceivableness. In infidel Ger- 
many he boldly affirms that there is no need 
of good news whatever. Will ye also listen 
to the voice of the charmer ? Will ye also 
turn a deaf ear to the voice of love and mercy? 
Have ye failed to see the glories of the plan 
of salvation, — in its origin — ^its fitness^ its 
issues ? Have ye yet to discover that it rises 
above all other systems, high as yon sun 
rises above yon mountain top? Have ye yet 
to see that it comes down from God ? O, 
brethren, it stands alone. It has no competi- 
tor. It is worthy of its high origin. It is 



19 

simple^ yet sublime. It is the power of God 
and the wisdom of God to every one that 
believeth. To you, may it be life from the 
dead ! 

V. You sliould feel, at once, gratitude and 
awe, by the. thought, that the good news while 
extended to man, are limited to the brief hour 
of his probation. The spirit of revolt broke 
forth. in the very presence of God himself. 
So we learn, by a perusal of the holy Scriptures. 
Then, vast numbers of the angels murmured, 
and rebelled, and fell away from their rightful 
Sovereign. One more noble than the rest 
became their leader. Thus fallen, the Son of 
God drove them from his presence* and con* 
signed them to regions of darkness against 
the great day. No ray of. hope has come 
across the deep abyss that separates their 
prison house from their once blessed abodes. 
They dwell with the worm that dieth not, 
and the fire that is not quenched. 

The spirit of revolt broke forth in this 
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world also ; and man, once only a little kmer 
than the angels, has fisdkn to a depth of 
physical misery, mental imbecility, and moral 
wretchedness, that baffles description. They 
only who saw man as he came from the hand 
of Qod, and see him now, can jndge of the 
height from which he has fallen. Bat» oh! 
amazing condescension ! matchless love ! He 
who drove the fallen angels from heaven, and 
left them in their sins, did not drive man from 
paradise till he had mifolded to him the 
covenant of grace, and spoken of the cross 
of Calvary.' The deliverance itself is less 
wonderful than the manner of it. It is not 
so much our redemption, as our redemption 
through Christ Jesus our Lord, that forms 
the mystery c^ godliness. " O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are his judg« 
ments, and his ways past finding out."^ 

The good news are within their allotted 
territory, when they are spread abroad in this 

* Gen. iii. 15. ^ Rom. ii. 33. 



21 

world of ours. THere is no restriction in 
regard to persons, or classes, or circumstances. 
" The Spirit and the bride say come ; and 
let him that heareth say come; and let him 
that is athirst come; and whosoever will let 
him take of the water of life freely."* Come, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free ; and who* 
soever will> let him come! Come ye, that 
are weary and heavy laden, and Christ will 
give you - rest. While conveyed thus freely 
to all, the good news in their saving and 
renewing benffits, are confined to an elect 
number set apart in the councils of eternity, 
and called in the fulness of time. They are 
willing in the day of God's power. They are 
'' d^ect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ." ^ Such is the revealed 
Boiind of God. Nor is there any force in the 
objection, to what purpose then preach the 
Gospel to all — to what end invite aU, seeing that 

» Rev. xxii. 17. 
^ 1 Pet. i. 2-; see alse Eph. i. 4, &, etc. 
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the saving benefits of the Gospel are coi^fihed 
to a chosen company of redeemed ones ? If 
both matters be clearly rivealedj is not this a 
replying against God ? It is enough that 
thus and thus it is written-^that thus God 
has appointed it, that so his own people migbt 
hear his voice and live. 

Bat surely, while all this is a source of 
gratitude, the thought of the day of grace 
being limited to the brief pa*iod of human 
life, ought to fill OS with a deep awe. In a 
moment, in tbe twinklmg of an eye, your 
countenance may be changed— you may be 
sent away. Or, the heavy hand of affliction 
may rest upon you, and unfit you for reflection, 
and thus dose the season of your probation. 
Then, the opportunity, if lost, is lost for ever ! 
and the soul sinks as lead into the mighty 
waters. It was thus that we saw one ado 
vanced in years, yield up her spirit. She 
had lived a moral and useful life. She had 
committed no aggravated ofiTence against the 
laws of God or man. She had attended to 
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ber duties. Sh^ had gone to the house of 
God. Bat she had neglected the great sal* 
vation. In her last honrs she rejoiced that 
she had done her duty* When pressed with 
the necessity of pardon of sin, and of being 
born again» instead of betaking herself to Him 
who could have sheltered ber from the tem- 
pest, she bethought her only of " taking the 
Sacrament." Instead c^ hiding herself under- 
neath the skirts of Christ's white robe, she 
betook herself to an ordinance, which to God's 
people h ixideed a blessed seal of the new 
covenant} but which is neither fitted nor inr 
tended to save from stQ« 

This putting off of the tabemade is a solemn 
event to all, but think what it will be to you, 
if you despise or slight the good news. Arise 
and go to your Father mw. He will see you 
afar off, and run to meet you, and embrace 
you, and rejoice over you, as one who was 
lost but is found* And thus there shall be 
joy among ihe angels of God, because a sinner 
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has turned from the error of his way, and a 
multitade of sins has been covered* 

** In the cold grare to which you haste, 
There are no acts of pardon past ; 
But flz'd the doom of all remains. 
And eyerlajiting silence reigns. 

Then what thy thoughts design to do, 
Still let thy hands with might pursue ; 
Since no device nor work is found. 
Nor wisdom underneath the ground." 

VI. Vou ought to spread abroad these good 
news, as the best treasure of mofi, as a 
citizen of earth ; and his only treasure, as an 
expectant of immortaiity. The Gospel is the 
best friend of man, as a social — m intellectual 
and a moral being. Take this as a specimen 
of its principles-*'* With righteousness shall 
he judge the earth, and reprove with equity 
for the meek of the earth : and he shall smite 
the earth with the rod .of his mouthy and 
with the breath of his mouth shall he slay 
the wicked. And righteousness shall be the 
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle 
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of his reins."* Or this — "When the .poor 
and needy seek water, and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord 
will hear them, I the God of Israel will not 
forsake them. I will open rivers of waters 
in high places, and fountains in the midst 
of the valleys. T will make the wilderness a 
pool of water, and the dry land, springs of 
water. "^ 

From these and similar specimens of the 
spirit and tendency of the Gospel, mach might 
be inferred in favoar of the statement, that 
it is man's best friend as a citizen of earth. 
Happily we are not left to reasonings. The 
facts are before the world. The facts are on 
every side. Under its fostering genius, the 
resources of the earth have freely ministered 
to the wants of this nation — ^the fountains 
of humanity have been opened up to comfort 
all that mourn — the fathomless depths of the 
human mind have poured forth their treasures 
—enriched our stores of literature, and mar* 

■ Isa. xi. 4—5. ^ IsR. xli. 17—18. 

c 
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vdously increased the avenues through which 
wealth is being poured into the lap of industry 
—the rivers and oceans that flow and restlessly 
stir themselves up, are whitened with ten 
thousand ssuls — the atmosphere of social and 
public life has been purified and made to 
yield fairer fruits than heathen or God-less 
lands have ever produced— while all the marks 
of an advanced civilization, are among us, 
adorning, defending, and blessing us with 
their presence. 

If in reference even to this liffs the Gospel 
is man's beat friend ; in reference to the life 
to come, it is his only friend. You can ob- 
tain access to the Father through the blood 
of atonement, and through it alone* In no 
other way can you hear his voice saying to 
youy son, daughter, be of good cheer, thy 
sins are forgiven thee, go in peaee. In no 
other way can you find a place within the 
bonds of the everlasting covenant^ ordered 
in all things and sure. In no other way cfm 
you reach that inheritance which is incorrup- 
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tible, undefiled, and that fddeth not away. 
•* No man cometh to the Father, but by me." * 
*' Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise 
cast ont." ^ And •• to him that overcometh, 
will I grant to sit down with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne." *" 

In the light of these traths, under what 
obligations are you to spread abroad the good 
news among those that are near, and those 
that are afar off ! " Whosoever indeed, calleth 
on the name of the Lord, shall be saved. But 
how shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed ? and how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard ? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher ? and how 
shall they preach, except they be sent?"'^ 
Wherefore, enter with all vour hearts into 
the noble enterprise of evangelizing the world. 
Remember that God has allotted a sphere 
of usefulness in the church to man. He 

• John xlv. 6. b John vi. 37. •= Rev. iii. 21 . 

^ Rom. X. 13^15. 
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has reserved the communication of gracious 
influences to himself. All that comes within 
the range of human instrumentality, man is 
to do. All that is included in Divine agency^ 
God will not suffer man to interfere with. 
l^ti )ie engages to do himself. He promises 
to do it in answer to the prayer of faith* *• 

In every way that you' can forward the 
good news among children, youth, manhood, 
or old age ; Jews or Gentiles ; Europeans or 
Asiatics, engage in it with all your might.- 
The night cometh, when no man can work. 
Throw your soul into the work. Have an 
eye upon the cross. Be no stranger at the 
mercy-seat. Do all in the name of Christ. 

Are you philanthropists? Then we call 
on you to spread the good news. Are you 
moralists ? Spread the good news. Are you 
the friends of liberty ? Spread the good 
news. Are you Christis^ns ? We leave you 
to the dictates of your renewed nature ; to 

» Murk ii. 24. 
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your i^ense of the worth of the soiil ; to your 
knowledge of the value of the great salvation. 
Are you Christians? Cast a pitying glance 
on the thousands of Westminster wlio are 
without God in the world. Are you Chris- 
tians ? Then " let tears run down your cheeks 
like a river, day and night. Arise, cry out 
in the night, in the heginning of the watches, 
pour out your hearts like water hefore the face 
of the Lord ; lift up your hands toward him 
for the life of the young children, that faint 
for hunger at the top of every street" * Are 
you Christians ? " Come to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord, against the 
mighty. See how they trample in the dust 
the day of the Lord ! See how they live in 
rioting and drunkenness ! See how they lift 
the eye of defiance towards Heaven! See 
how their lips blaspheme the name of the 
Lord their God ! " The fathers have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set 
on edge." ^ Are you Christians ? Then do 
something to rebuild these ruined temple'', 
» Lam. ii. 18—19. ^ Ezek. xviii. 2. 
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to rekindle the fire on these dilapidated altars, 
to restore the image of God in these immortal 
minds, to enthrone the Savioar in these -undy- 
ing affections, to awaken the spirit of devout 
adoration and thanksgiving in these nohle, 
though fallen intelligences ! The day is at 
hand, when the prayeris of faith and the la- 
hours of love put forth on behalf of these 
desolations of many generations will appear 
to honour and glory. " Come, from the four 
winds, O Breath, come quickly, and breathe on 
these slain, that they may live." " Then shall 
their peace be as a river, and their righteous- 
ness as the waves of the sea." "^ 

• Isa. xlviii. 18. 
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Finally. You have in the credentials that 
accompany the good news, ample grounds to 
satisfy you of their divine origin. So it is— > 
that doabts often linger in the mind, even after 
the judgment is convinced. These doubts 
are not linfrequently fatal to precious souls. 
They are excuses for procrastination. Under 
their protedtion, the awakened conscience puts 
off the great question, with the plausible 
pretext of 'considering the matter at another 
time. It takes the benefit of the doubt, that 
is, it suffers this doubt to destroy it. If then» 
you have not yet fled from the wrath to come* 
if you have not yet appropriated the good 
news, if you have not yet begun to spread 
them abroad, you cannot be allowed to plead, 
that they are not good news, or that they 
come insufficiently accredited. You have been 
shown that they are the only news, that are 
entitled to be called good news, and now 
We remind you that they are amply accre- 
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dUed. The evidence in favour of ^e Divina 

origin of the Scriptures « regarded by the 

Churches as complete and -P-^^^" J^^^ 

contents of them, open up views of the nature 

and attributes of God, of the cbaraCr and state 

of n.an, and of the way of life, which ahun- 

dantly demonstrate their Divme ongm. The 

IL conclusion is reached by a c»n«deratK,n 

ofAeir fruits in the saints, and theu: tenden- 

----r::t^ -•-:!" 

;ir;:nU;nesr;:oaness. faith, longsuffer- 
C -elcne«.. temperance." » Their tendeu- 
Z and bearings on other orders of bemgs must 
Cuch as to increase their sense of the mahgnity 

of sin. and of the hoKness of God who when he 
tuld Justify the ungodly. sp«ed not his own 
Zn, but gave him up to the death for us aU. 

Driven from every false refuge and shut up 
^^t'^wiUsb at the foot of the cross. 

• Gal. V. 22, 23. 
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le OU8, that if you see the goodly landy the land 

le of promise, it can only be by an interest in 

le atoning blood— come to that blood, plead its 

'c merits at the. throne of grace. Nor question, 

te that He who has pointed you to that blood, 

i. and invited you to it, will fail to sprinkle your 

le conscience from dead works to serve the living 

God ! Have confidence in God. 



O that redeemed ones " may abound yet 
more and more in love» in knowledge, and in 
all judgment ; approving things that are excel- 
lent ; and living in all sincerity and blameless- 
ness till the .day of Christ." * While you live 
here, be so diligent in business, and fervent in 
Spirit, serving the Lord, that when you live 
here no longer, men may think of you as those 
who served their generation ere they fell asleep. 
Be so joyous and hopeful in the prospect of 
entering the new heavens and the new earth — 
of seeing the holy city, new Jerusalem^ and 
of mingling with the familj? of God in sinless 
regions, that men shall speak of you on your 

• Phil, u 9, 10. 
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departure as those that had tasted the grapes of 
Eschol, and longed to sit down to the marriage 
supper of the Lamh. Be so thoroughly imbued 
with the Spirit of heaven now, though still 
strangers and pilgrims in the earth, that when 
the Master shall say. Come up hither, you 
shall at once be able to catch up the new song 
that is sung in heaven, before the throne of 
God and of the Lamb— saying, ''Thou art 
worthy to take the book and to open the seals: 
for thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation: and hast 
made us, unto our God, kings and priests : 
and we shall reign on the earth.*' * 

The earthly house of your tabernacle shall 
soon be dissolved, and then, blessed thought ! 
disentangled from the flesh, you shall soar 
with outspread wings, like "the bird of hea- 
ven,'* upwards and onwards through your 
proper element, to the throne of your Father 
in heaven, and dwell far removed from sin 

• Rev. V. 9, 10. 
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and death, with the spirits of the just made 
perfect, in the hoase of many mansions. 

** I lore to think of hearen, where I shall meet 
M7 fellow-trayellers, and where no more. 
With grief or sin, my mind shall he disturbed. 
Where holy •saints and holy angels dwell, 
In constant harmony and mutual love : 
But when my heart anticipates the sight. 
Of God incarnate, wearing on his side. 
And hands, and feet, those marks of love divine — 
Which he, on Calvary, for me endured ; 
All heaven beside is swallowed op in this ; 
And He who is my hope of heaven below, 
Appears the glory of my heaven above." 

Beautiful, indeed, upon the mountains, are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, 
that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth ! £ven 
thy God, O Zion ! unto all generations. 
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